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William George Holloway 

William George Holloway was born at Fonthill Bishop, Wiltshire.  His birth was registered in the district of 

Tisbury, Wiltshire in the March quarter of 1893. 

(There are 2 George Holloway’s listed in the 1901 Census – neither have the birthplace of Fonthill Bishop 

listed).  

The 1911 Census recorded William George Holloway as an 18 year old, Shepherd (born Fonthill Bishop)                

living as a Boarder with William George Lush (Shepherd, aged 31) & Julia Lush (aged 26) in a 3 roomed 

dwelling at Fifield Bavant, Salisbury.  

 

William George Holloway enlisted at Fareham, Hants with Hampshire Regiment. He was given the rank of 

Private & a service number of 14435.      

 

Private William George Holloway was killed in action on 3
rd

 September, 1916, aged 23. He was attached to 14
th
 

(Service) Battalion, Hampshire Regiment at the time of his death.  

Private William George Holloway was originally buried in a smaller or isolated cemetery but his body was later 

exhumed & reburied in Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, France – Plot no. IV. B. 36  so that his 

previously unmaintainable grave could be given the proper commemoration in an established War Grave 

Cemetery maintained by CWGC. His death is acknowledged by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

The CWGC lists Private W. G. Holloway, 14435, of 14
th
 Battalion, Hampshire Regiment. No family details are 

listed. 

 

14
th

 (Service) Battalion, Hampshire Regiment (1
st

 Portsmouth) 

14th Battalion, Hampshire Regiment was raised at Portsmouth on the 3rd of September 1914 by the Mayor and 

a local Committee. After initial training close to home, the battalion was adopted by the War Office on the 30th 

of May 1915. In October they moved to Witley to join 116th Brigade, 39th Division. They proceeded to France, 

landing at Le Havre on the 6th of March 1916, the division concentrating near Blaringhem. On the 30th June 

1916 they were in action in an attack near Richebourg l'Avoue with the Sussex battalions suffered heavy 

casualties. They were in action during the Battles of the Somme, including, the fighting on the Ancre, The Battle 

of Thiepval Ridge, The Battle of the Ancre heights and the capture of Schwaben Reddoubt and Stuff Trench as 

well as The Battle of the Ancre.  

Late on the 2nd of September 1916 the 14th Battalion Hampshire Regiment moved forward, through the village 

of Englebelmer, for their first major engagement which was to be an attack the following day to the north of 

Hamel towards the German trenches to the south of Station Road near the River Ancre on the Somme. This 

was the first British attack on these positions since the disastrous failure on the 1st of July, the opening day of 

the battle of the Somme. They went forward at 5.15 am under an umbrella of machine gun fire which succeeded 

in keeping the heads of the enemy down below their parapet, enabling the Hampshires to take the first and 

second German lines. As they moved on to their third and final objective for the day they came under heavy 

machine gun and rifle fire and were unable to get through the wire in front of the enemy positions. At the same 

time, the attack by the 117th Brigade on their left had not been as successful which had left the Hampshires 

flank exposed. It was decided to consolidate the gains while 117th Brigade was ordered to go forward again 

and attempt another advance. In order to support them Lieutenant Frank Goldsmith and Major Frederick Tom 

Skinner collected as many men as they could find and went forward once more. Their attack was checked in 

front of the German wire with Skinner being killed. By this time Goldsmith had been wounded but despite this he 

organised a stout defence of the line they had gained earlier. Attacks by German bombers as well as a heavy 

barrage from the German artillery caused many casualties among the defenders and when the attack on their 

right also failed they formed barricades at either end of the captured trench and fought on. By 1 pm the position 

had become untenable with casualties mounting and ammunition running short. With no reinforcement, they 
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pulled back to the old German front line where small parties fought all through the following day before they 

were ordered to retire on the night of the 4th/5th of September. Of the 570 men who had attacked on the 3rd of 

September, 17 officers and 440 other ranks had become casualties.     
(Last paragraph from Lancing College War Memorial information) 

 

Private William George Holloway was entitled to the British War Medal & Victory Medal. His Medal Index Card 

does not state a date or place that he first entered a Theatre of War. 

 

British War Medal & Victory Medal 

 

W. G. Holloway is remembered as a casualty of World War 1 in the Diocese of Salisbury Memorial Book 1914-

1918 for the parish of Hindon. 

 

William George Holloway is remembered on the Hindon War Memorial, Wiltshire. 

 

Hindon War Memorial (Photos courtesy of Linda Robson 2013) 
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Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, France 

Ancre British Cemetery is about 2 Kms south of the village of Beaumont-Hamel, on the D50 between Albert and 

Achiet-le-Grand. 

The village of Beaumont-Hamel was attacked on 1 July 1916 by the 29th Division, with the 4th on its left and the 

36th (Ulster) on its right, but without success. On 3 September a further attack was delivered between Hamel 

and Beaumont-Hamel and on 13 and 14 November, the 51st (Highland), 63rd (Royal Naval), 39th and 19th 

(Western) Divisions finally succeeded in capturing Beaumont-Hamel, Beaucourt-sur-Ancre and St. Pierre-

Divion.  

 

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in the spring of 1917, V Corps cleared this battlefield 

and created a number of cemeteries, of which Ancre British Cemetery (then called Ancre River No.1 British 

Cemetery, V Corps Cemetery No.26) was one. There were originally 517 burials almost all of the 63rd (Naval) 

and 36th Divisions, but after the Armistice the cemetery was greatly enlarged when many more graves from the 

same battlefields and from the following smaller burial grounds:- 

ANCRE RIVER BRITISH CEMETERY No.2 (V Corps Cemetery No.27), about 400 metres East of No.1, 

containing the graves of 64 officers and men from the United Kingdom (mainly 1st H.A.C., 11th Royal Sussex, 

and Hood Battalion) who fell in September and November 1916. 

 

BEAUCOURT STATION CEMETERY, begun after the capture of Beaucourt by the R.N.D. on the 14th 

November 1916, and containing the graves of 85 officers and men from the United Kingdom who fell in 

November 1916 - March 1917. It was close to Beaucourt-Hamel station. 

 

GREEN DUMP CEMETERY, on the South-West side of "Station Road", between Beaumont-Hamel and the 

station. It was used from November 1916, to March 1917, and it contained the graves of 45 soldiers and one 

Marine from the United Kingdom. 

 

R.N.D. CEMETERY (V Corps Cemetery No.21), in the open country midway between Beaumont-Hamel and 

Hamel. It contained the graves of 336 officers and men from the United Kingdom, mainly of the Royal Naval 

Division. 

 

SHERWOOD CEMETERY (V Corps Cemetery No.20), about 700 metres North-West of the R.N.D. Cemetery. It 

contained the graves of 176 officers and men from the United Kingdom, belonging chiefly to the 36th and Royal 

Naval Divisions, the 17th Sherwood Foresters and the 17th King's Royal Rifles. 

 

STATION ROAD CEMETERY, on the South side of "Station Road", 500 metres west of the railway. This 

cemetery was used, from November 1916, to March 1917, for the burial of 82 officers and men from the United 

Kingdom. 

 

"Y" RAVINE CEMETERY No. 2 (V Corps Cemetery No.18), about 300 metres South-East of the present "Y" 

Ravine Cemetery. Here were buried 140 officers and men from the United Kingdom and two from 

Newfoundland, who fell in July, September and November 1916. 

 

The majority of those buried in the cemetery died on 1 July, 3 September or 13 November 1916. 

 

There are now 2,540 Commonwealth casualties of the First World War buried or commemorated in the 

cemetery. 1,335 of the graves are unidentified, but special memorials commemorate 43 casualties known or 

believed to be buried among them. There are also special memorials to 16 casualties know to have been buried 

in other cemeteries, whose graves were destroyed by shell fire.  

(Information & photos from CWGC) 
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Photo of Private W. G. Holloway’s CWGC headstone located in Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, 

France. 

 

(Photo courtesy of David Milborrow) 
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