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The Old Well at Derry Hill



HE roadsides of Wiltshire contain many objects of

human interest which add to the pleasure of the

open road. Some are queer reminders of old legends
or traditions; a few are quaint with romance and folk-
lore; others are picturesque and hoary—ancient land-
marks of grand deeds and great events—whilst not a
few are very curious.

Two miles from Devizes on the Upavon road stand-
ing high on a hill is a monument surmounted by a lion.
Perched upon a twenty feet high pedestal his out-
stretched paws held high in the air are fast decaying,
poor thing, Only a stump of one remains and the tips
of the other have fallen off, and no one wants to own
him ! No one, not even the Rural Distict Council will

do the necessary repairs.

This monument was erected n 1771 to the memory
of James Long, who promoted a new road to nearby
Etchilhampton village in 1768 by which a former and
tedious way over the adjacent hill was avoided, to the
great pleasure and convenience of travellers.

At Wylye, by the old mill, is a handsome stone figure
blowing a horn in the middle of the river. This s called
the “Memorial Statue” which commemorates the driver
of a stage coach who was drowned when his coach
overturned in fording the river.



The Lion Monument, Upavon Road, Devizes



Great Wishford lies also in the Wylye valley,
and set in a wall of its Church several inscribed
stones will tell you the cost of a drink of bread
at various critical times during the past 160 years.
The price 1s marked per gallon as this was, at one
time, the usual way of measuring bread.

A mass of gigantic stones near Amesbury are
so ancient that no record exists of how and why
they were set up. This is of course the famous
Stonehenge Circle, reputed to have been built
about 1,700 B.C.

One-and-a-half miles west at the cross roads
of A360 and B3086 is “Airman’s Corner” where
stands an ornamental stone cross erected by the
comrades of two airmen, who whilst on flying duty
met with a fatal accident near the spot on

July 5th, 1912.

Shrewton is not far away and its 300 year-old
Lock-up has a prominent position by the bridge
over the River Till. The old village Lock-up or
“Blind Houses™ as they are sometimes called were
once used for the temporary confinement of persons
found guilty of theft and other offences before
they were taken to a nearby place called the
Gibbet for execution. With walls of one-and-a-half
feet thick and great doors of solid oak they are
also found at Steeple Ashton, Hilperton, Trow-
bridge, Bradford-on-Avon and Lacock. The one
at Bradford is unique in the fact that it is built
into the old bridge over the River Avon, and has
been used as a chapel and a toll-house. William
Hitchens, one of Wesley’s preachers, was locked
up in it for a night in January, 1757.






