
CLEEVE HOUSE AND THE BELL FAMILY

In 1857, the eminent land-owner Wadham Locke III owned a property in Seend called Rew House. 
After knocking it down, his son, Wadham Locke 
IV built Cleeve House half a mile from the 
original site, to be the Wadham family home. 
He and his five sisters made their home here, 
and one sister, Frances Locke, became famous 
for going to the Crimean War.   She was the last 
Locke to live at Cleeve House, and when she left 
in 1883 the building was sold to the Bell Family.

Squire William Heward Bell, having built his 
fortune on the family's coal mines in Merthyr 
Tydfil, purchased the property for his family.   He 
pulled down a large amount of the building and 
rebuilt what is now the Great Hall and adjoining 

entrance porch in 1884.   The Hall was adorned with the many trophies of Squire Bell's hunting 
prowess, including a huge moose head and the skins of a tiger 
and a bear.

Squire Bell and his wife, Hannah Taylor Cory Bell, had four 
children, one of whom was the famous writer and critic Clive Bell. 
In 1907, the final part of the Cleeve House, including the Library 
and above bedrooms were built to 'make the house more 
comfortable' as it was the year of Clive Bell's marriage to 
Vanessa Stephen.   Both Clive and Vanessa Bell were important 
members of the culturally revolutionary Bloomsbury group, in which Clive’s writing was influential, and 
Vanessa was a prominent artist.    

The young Vanessa Stephen pursued art as her profession while her sister, Virginia 
Woolf, chose writing.   Close to her sister throughout her often troubled life, Virginia 
Woolf visited Vanessa Bell in Cleeve House, and wrote about the house in her famous 
diaries.   Of the four Bell children, Colonel W Cory Bell, who was an MP and Sheriff of 
Wiltshire, lived at Cleeve House longest, until his death in 1961.

The Bell family crest adorns the front porch, and personal Bell inscriptions can be found 
among the stone and woodwork throughout the house.

Arthur Clive Heward Bell (16 September 1881, East Shefford – 18 September 1964, London) was an 
English Art critic, associated with formalism and the Bloomsbury Group.

Arthur Bell was born in East Shefford, Berkshire, in 1881.   He was the third of four children of William 
Heward Bell (1849–1927) and Hannah Taylor Cory (1850–1942), with an elder brother (Cory), an 
elder sister (Lorna Bell Acton), and a younger sister (Dorothy Bell Honey).   His father was a civil 
engineer who built his fortune in the family coal mines in Wiltshire in England and Merthyr Tydfil in 
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Wales, and the family was well off.   They lived at Cleve House in Seend near Melksham in Wiltshire, 
which was adorned with Squire Bell's many hunting trophies.

He was educated at Marlborough and at Trinity College, Cambridge,[1] where he studied history.   In 
1902 he received an Earl of Derby scholarship to study in Paris, where his interest in art originated. 
On his return to England, he moved to London, where he met and married the artist Vanessa Stephen 
— sister of Virginia Woolf — in 1907.   Reportedly, Virginia flirted with Clive despite her sister's 
marriage to him.

By World War I their marriage was over.   Vanessa had begun a lifelong relationship with Duncan 
Grant and Clive had a number of liaisons with other women such as Mary Hutchinson.   However, 
Clive and Vanessa never officially separated or divorced.   Not only did they keep visiting each other 
regularly, they also sometimes spent holidays together and paid "family" visits to Clive's parents. 
Clive lived in London but often spent long stretches of time at the idyllic farmhouse of Charleston, 
where Vanessa lived with Duncan and her three children by Clive and Duncan.   He fully supported 
her wish to have a child by Duncan and allowed this daughter, Angelica, to bear his last name.

Clive and Vanessa had two sons (Julian and Quentin), who both became writers.   Julian fought and 
died aged 29 in the Spanish Civil War in 1937.

Vanessa's daughter by Duncan, Angelica Garnett (née Bell), was raised as Clive's daughter until she 
married.   She was informed, by her mother Vanessa, just prior to her marriage and shortly after her 
brother Julian's death that in fact Duncan Grant was her biological father.   This deception forms the 
central message of her memoir, Deceived with Kindness (1984).

According to historian Stanley Rosenbaum, "Bell may, indeed, be the least liked member of 
Bloomsbury.   Bell has been found wanting by biographers and critics of the Group – as a husband, a 
father, and especially a brother-in-law.   It is undeniable that he was a wealthy snob, hedonist, and 
womaniser, a racist and an anti-Semite (but not a homophobe), who changed from a liberal socialist 
and pacifist into a reactionary appeaser.   Bell’s reputation has led to his being underestimated in the 
history of Bloomsbury."

Source: Wikipedia

Vanessa Bell (née Stephen; 30 May 1879 – 7 April 1961) was an English painter and interior 
designer, a member of the Bloomsbury group, and the sister of Virginia Woolf.

Biography and Art

Vanessa Stephen was the eldest daughter of Sir Leslie Stephen 
and Julia Princep Duckworth (1846–1895).  Her parents lived at 
22 Hyde Park Gate, Westminster, London, and Vanessa lived 
there until 1904.  She was educated at home by her parents in 
languages, mathematics and history, and took drawing lessons 
from Ebenezer Cook before she attended Sir Arthur Cope's art 
school in 1896, and then studied painting at the Royal Academy 
in 1901.
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In later life, Stephen claimed that during her childhood she had been sexually molested by her half-
brothers, George and Gerald Duckworth.

After the deaths of her mother in 1895 and her father in 1904, Vanessa sold 22 Hyde Park Gate and 
moved to Bloomsbury with Virginia and brothers Thoby (1880–1906) and Adrian (1883–1948), where 
they met and began socialising with the artists, writers and intellectuals who would come to form the 
Bloomsbury Group.

She married Clive Bell in 1907 and they had two sons, Julian (who died in 1937 during the Spanish 
Civil War at the age of 29), and Quentin.  The couple had an open marriage, both taking lovers 
throughout their lives.  Vanessa Bell had affairs with art critic Roger Fry and with the painter Duncan 
Grant, with whom she had a daughter, Angelica in 1918, whom Clive Bell raised as his own child.

Vanessa, Clive, Duncan Grant and Duncan's lover David Garnett moved to the Sussex countryside 
shortly before the outbreak of First World War, and settled at Charleston Farmhouse near Firle, East 
Sussex, where she and Grant painted and worked on commissions for the Omega Workshops 
established by Roger Fry.

Vanessa Bell's significant paintings include Studland Beach (1912), The Tub (1918), Interior with Two 
Women (1932), and portraits of her sister Virginia Woolf (three in 1912), Aldous Huxley (1929–1930), 
and David Garnett (1916).

She is considered one of the major contributors to British portrait drawing and landscape art in the 
20th century.  

She is portrayed by Janet McTeer in the 1995 Dora Carrington biopic Carrington, and by Miranda 
Richardson in the 2002 film The Hours alongside Nicole Kidman as Virginia Woolf.  Vanessa Bell is 
also the subject of Susan Sellers' novel Vanessa and Virginia.

Source: Wikipedia

Newspaper Reports Relating to the Bell Family

 

Rhymney Railway Report

…..Resolutions will be proposed for increasing the number 
of directors from six to seven, for electing Mr William 
Heward Bell, of Cleeve House, Seend, near Melksham, 
Wilts, who has a considerable interest in the late Mr John 
Nixon's estate, as additional director.....

Western Daily Press Saturday 10 August 1901
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Hospital Committee

Mr W H Bell of Seend, has been elected chairman of the Trowbridge and District Joint Isolation 
Hospital Committee, in place of the late Sir W Roger Brown.

Western Daily Press Saturday 6 September 1902

High Sheriffs

The King held Privy Council at Buckingham Palace on Thursday, at which the principal business was 
the selection of sheriffs for 1912 for England and Wales. His Majesty made the appointments by 
pricking with a bodkin opposite the names of the gentlemen selected, the following being among 
those made:-

Wiltshire – W H Bell, Cleeve House, Seend, Melksham.

Western Gazette Friday 8 March 1912

                    

               Appeals Tribunal

On the Appeal Tribunal for the County of Wilts :

William Heward Bell, DL, JP, of Cleeve House, Seend, Melksham.

Western Daily Press Wednesday 1 March 1916

Association Candidate

The Central Committee of the East Wilts Unionist Association have adopted Lieut-Col W C H Bell, 
DSO, RA of Winford Manor, Somerset, as their candidate. Colonel Bell is a son of Mr W Heward Bell 
of Seend, and he has been in command of a brigade of artillery in France. He returns to France this 
week.

Western Daily Press Monday 18 February 1918
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