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Advertisement for Sale of Furniture of James Raxworthy, esq. 

 

(Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette, Thursday 22
nd

 June, 1865)  
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Extensive Failure of a Woolstapler 

At the Bankruptcy Court, London, on Friday, before Mr Registrar Brougham, was heard the case of James 
Raxworthy of Codford St. Peter, Wilts, woolstapler. This was the first sitting for the proof of debts and choice of 
assignees. Mr Richard Hodgson. Solicitor, 10, Salisbury-street, Strand, filed the bankrupt’s petition on the 7

th
 of 

July and he then surrendered before Mr Registrar Murray and obtained protection from arrest. 

The aggregate amount of the bankrupt’s debts is £35,006 5s., and he attributes his failure to the following 
causes, viz.; - “Upon my father’s death he devises and bequeathed to me certain freehold and personal 
property, heavily charges with certain legacies, debts, and incumbrances and upon which property I have 
expended very large sums for its improvement and in order to pay off which legacies, debts and incumbrances, I 
have been compelled to charge and make away with my property, and my secured creditors, the North Wilts 
Bank and the National Provincial Bank of England, having pressed and realized the securities, to a great 
disadvantage, I am compelled to apply to the court for relief.” 

Among the creditors holding security, are the following, viz.; The Rev. H. Wightwick, the Rectory, Codford St. 
Peter’s, £1,000. Holds securities consisting of policies of insurance, a mortgage of bankrupt’s reversionary 
interest, &c., valued at £200. The Trustees of the National Provincial Bank of England, Bishopgate-street 
Without, £20,000; holds securities valued by the bankrupt at £18,000. Mrs Thring, Bath, £5,000; holds securities 
consisting of mortgages on property at Codford St. Peter’s, valued at £5,000. The North Wilts Bank, 
Warminster, £6,000. “Holds second mortgage on the above property, which the bankrupt values at £15,000 and 
adds that they have sold the property for a sum considerably under its real value, which had induced hi, to 
question the validity of the sale.” 

At this sitting no creditor was in attendance to prove or accept the office of becoming assignee and the court 
fixed the 17

th
 of October, next, at eleven o’clock, for the bankrupt to come up for the purpose of passing his 

examination and applying for his order of discharge and granted him renewed protection against arrest until that 
time. 

The bankrupt’s unsecured creditors chiefly reside at Warminster, Exeter, Bath, Bristol, Codford St. Peter and 
Southampton. 

Mr Charles Brown, public accountant, 10, Basinghall-street, having been appointed to prepare the bankrupt’s 
accounts, the sitting terminated 

(Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette, Thursday 3
rd

 August, 1865)  

London Court of Bankruptcy 

Tuesday, Oct. 17. (Before Mr Commissioner Goulburn) 

Re Raxworthy.- This was an examination sitting, and application for order of discharge under the bankruptcy of 
James Raxworthy, described as of Codford St. Peter, Heytesbury, in the county of Wilts, wool stapler, who 
petitioned the Court on the 7

th
 July last, and was granted protection from arrest. – Mr Aldridge, solicitor, 

Moorgate-street, represented Mr Edwards, the official assignee, and Mr Hudson, of Salisbury-street, Strand, 
supported the bankrupt, whose numerous unsecured creditors reside at Yeovil, Salisbury, Codford St. Peter, 
and other places in this and neighbouring counties.The accounts, compiled by Mr Chas. Brown, of No. 10, 
Basinghall-street, were thus summed up, viz.:- 

Dr.       £            s.      d. 

To Creditors unsecured …    …    …    …    …    …         2,163        8       9 

Ditto holding security    …    …    …    …    …    …        33,491       1       5 

                                                                                         _______________ 

             £35, 654       10     2 

               ________________ 

Cr. 

By Property in hands of creditors …    …    …    …     24,000        0       0      

Deficiency                                   …    …    …    …    …    11,654       10      2    

                            ________________ 

                                                                                       £35,654       10      2 
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The bankrupt stated his expenditure to have been £1,050 during the past two years. 
The creditors holding security are as follows, viz.:- Messrs Bradbury and Cook, 17, Basinghall-street, wool 
brokers, £900; the National and Provincial Bank of England, Bishopgate-st. Within, £20,391 1s. 5d.; the North 
Wilts Banking Company, Warminster, £6,000; Mrs Thring, Bath, £5,200; the Rev. H. Wightwick, the Rectory, 
Codford St. Peter’s, £1,000. 
The above creditors hold mortgages on property at Codford St. Peter and near the Codford station of the Wilts, 
Somerset and Weymouth Railway, two miles distant from the market town of Warminster, valued in the 
aggregate at £24,000. Total debts due to such creditors £33,491 1s. 5d.  
The official assignee reported that the cause of the bankrupt’s inability to meet his engagements was stated to 
be “expending large sums of money for the improvement of certain freehold estates devised to him upon the 
death of his father, subject to the payment of various legacies, debts and incumbrances, the property having 
since sold at a great disadvantage.” The accounts are partly vouched – assests received nil. 
Mr Aldridge stated that he required further time to make enquiries respecting the bankrupt’s marriage settlement 
and after a brief discussion the learned Commissioner adjourned the bankrupt’s examination and application 
order of discharge until the 14

th
 of Dec. next, at half-past two o’clock, with enlarged protection from arrest in the 

meantime. 
(Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette, Thursday 26

th
 October, 1865)  

 
Raxworthy’s Bankruptcy 
At the Court of Bankruptcy, last week, before Mr Commissioner Holroyd, there was an adjourned examination 
sitting, and application for order of discharge, under the extensive failure of James Raxworthy, woolstapler, of 
Codford St. Peter, Heytesbury, Wilts, who came to the Court, on his own petition, attributing his failure to 
“expending large sums of money for the improvement of certain freehold estates devised to him upon the death 
of his father, subject to the payment of various legacies, debts and encumbrances, the property having since 
sold at a great disadvantage.” Mr Aldridge represented the official assignee and Mr Hodgson supported the 
bankrupt, whose case had been adjourned from the 17

th
 of October last, to enable the former gentleman to 

make enquiries respecting the bankrupt’s marriage settlement. The accounts filed by the bankrupt, which have 
already been published in details, show a total indebtness of £35,654 10s. 2d. with a deficiency of £11,654 10s. 
2d. He states his expenditure for the past two years to have been £1,050. His Honor ordered an adjournment, 
with enlarged protection for the defendant until the 12

th
 of December next. 

(Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette, Thursday 23
rd

 November, 1865)  


